*WRONG TWO WAYS

TRYIT

For any numerical task, ask students to give one answer that s
too large, one that is too small, and one reasonable estimate.
Then, have them explain the reasoning behind each response.

r WHAT WoUuLD
BE AN ANSWER THAT
IS TOO LARGE?

A square has side
lengths of 12 inches.
What is the
perimiter?

BECAUSE THE
SIDE LENGTHS
WoOULD HAVE TO
BE A LOT
BIGGER.

WHAT WoUuLD
BE AN ANSWER THAT
IS TOO SMALL?

A square has side
lengths of 12 inches.
What is the
perimiter?

12, BECAUSE
THAT IS THE
LENGTH OF
JUST ONE
SIDE.

2 TEACHER NOTES

WHY TRY IT?

® Strengthens number sense and estimation
® Supports problem-solving and reasoning
® Encourages students to justify their thinking

WHAT'S AN
ESTIMATE THAT MIGHT
BE ABOUT RIGHT?

A square has side
lengths of 12 inches.
What is the

perimiter?

40, BECAUSE
12 /S CLOSE TO
10 AND FOUrR
SIDES OF 10
WOULD BE
4o.

Students can work individually or collaboratively to generate estimates. Encourage discussion

and revision before students commit to an answer. After solving the task, revisit the estimates
and discuss how students' thinking changed.

© A‘ c A TI ON Students may try to solve the problem first and then give parameters. Encourage
U them to think through possible estimates prior to solving the problem.




