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When introducing a word problem, share the context first 
and delay revealing the question until students are ready 
to solve.

Discussing the context before revealing the question can help students connect to the situation and reason more deeply 
about it. If students tend to work ahead, consider withholding numerical values or key details as well. Asking students 
to predict the question can be useful, but be mindful that predictions may shift attention away from the lesson goal.

Do not spend too much time discussing the context. This is meant to be
a quick routine.

TRY IT

TEACHER NOTES

Encourages attention to the problem context
Promotes problem-solving skills
Keeps students working at a more common pace

WHY TRY IT?

WITHHOLD THE QUESTION

CAUTION

BEFORE
I SHOW THE
QUESTION...

what’s going
on in this
situation?

what values
do you notice in

this story?

has anyone
experienced something

like this before?


