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Give students time to think independently, write down 
their ideas, discuss with a partner, and then share with 
the class.

Avoid prescribing exactly what students should write during the initial thinking time. Remind 
students that their first ideas are starting points, not polished solutions. After partner discussions, 
encourage students to revisit and revise their original thinking.

Ensure both partners share their ideas equally. Avoid letting one partner 
dominate the conversation.

TRY IT

TEACHER NOTES

Encourages mathematical writing
Gives space for individual processing
Provides a concrete starting point for partner discussion

WHY TRY IT?

THINK, INK, PAIR, SHARE

CAUTION

i’m thinking
I’ll count on
from 17 to 25.

I had some
apples, and then
I picked 17 more. 

now I have 25 apples.
how many did I

start out with?

i think
I’m going

to draw a
picture.

THINK...

INK...
PAIR...

1725


