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Take an equation that is often 
written in one form...

Make the connections explicit 
to the students.

rewrite it to uncover something 
special about the equation.

When using a common formula, rewrite it in an alternate 
form to highlight a new insight or relationship.

Use this strategy selectively with formulas that reveal meaningful mathematical connections when 
rewritten. Some alternate forms highlight structure, relationships, or links to other representations 
more clearly than others. The goal is to deepen understanding, not memorize multiple versions.

TRY IT

TEACHER NOTES

Supports recognition of a formula’s utility
Develops flexibility with formulas
Reveals mathematical structure

WHY TRY IT?

REWRITE TO REVEAL

CAUTION Make sure you are intentional in highlighting the connections you want to make.

the second half
tells us how far to the
right (+) and the left (-)
the roots are from the

axis of symmetry. 

notice that
the first part of the
equation tells us the

axis of symmetry.
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