
When students are working 
independently on a problem set...

have them find a partner and pick 
a problem they want to discuss. 

Then let them discuss each 
problem for a few minutes before 
getting back to individual work.

As students solve problems, have them meet with a 
partner or small group to discuss one problem of their 
choice.

Students do not all need to discuss the same problem or wait until the entire set is complete. 
Encourage students to talk about problems they solved, struggled with, or found interesting. 
Use these discussions to build mathematical authority across the classroom.

Ensure students’ conversations go beyond just telling each other answers.

TRY IT

TEACHER NOTES

Gives students opportunities to discuss mathematics with peers
Shares mathematical authority across the classroom
Gets students moving and interacting during work time

WHY TRY IT?

HERE’S WHERE I’M AT

CAUTION


