NGOING DOWNHILL

I
TRY IT WHY TRY IT?

If students begin homework in class, encourage them to ® Encourages students to look across problems
start with the most challenging problems first. 8 Gives students choice in where to begin

0]

8 Supports productive struggle while help is available

MAYBE I SHOULD
START WITH NUMBER THREE
BECAUSE THAT LOOKS HARD.

THEN MAYBE NUMBER TWO
AND THEN ONE LAST.

I'M REALLY GLAD
| GOT THAT HARD PROBLEM
DONE. I'M SURE I CAN GET
PROBLEM ONE DONE
AT HOME.

27x-5=23x+3

312+ 6x=3x-4)

E TEACHER NOTES

Notice which problems students identify as most difficult because this can provide useful formative
assessment information. Starting with the hardest problem should remain an option, not a requirement.
Encourage students to change their starting point if another problem becomes more productive.

Avoid telling students which problems you think will be most difficult.
CAUTION Let students choose.




