
1. 5x - 8 = 7

2. 7x - 5 = 3x + 3

3. 12 + 6x = 3(x - 4)

If students begin homework in class, encourage them to 
start with the most challenging problems first.

Notice which problems students identify as most difficult because this can provide useful formative 
assessment information. Starting with the hardest problem should remain an option, not a requirement. 
Encourage students to change their starting point if another problem becomes more productive.

Avoid telling students which problems you think will be most difficult.
Let students choose.

TRY IT

TEACHER NOTES

Encourages students to look across problems
Gives students choice in where to begin
Supports productive struggle while help is available

WHY TRY IT?

GOING DOWNHILL

CAUTION

Maybe I should
start with number three
because that looks hard.

Then maybe number two
and then one last.

I’m really glad
i got that hard problem
done. I’m sure I can get

problem one done
at home.


