
Have students share

with a partner about

how they will use

their initial ideas to

solve the problem.

Have students 

share their initial

ideas with a partner

and discuss any

similarities or

differences.

Have students

share challenges

they faced when

writing down their

messy ideas. 

Level Up

Caution

My Messy Idea

Students' initial

thoughts could be

a sketch, a note, a

representation, or

a question.

My Messy Ideas

can be used on any

problem type and

makes a great

addition to

problem sets. 

Make it clear to

students that you

will not evaluate

their messy ideas.

Teacher Notes

Give space AND permission for

students' rough draft ideas*

Why try it?
Taking time to

write down

messy ideas

helps

students

develop their

problem

solving skills

encourages

the use of

multiple

strategies

helps

students find

a place to

start

Before students

solve a problem, ask

them to jot down

their initial thoughts

or ideas about the

problem in the

messy ideas space. 

TRy it

Avoid grading or

evaluating students'

messy ideas for

completeness or

accuracy. 

How'd it go?Try another
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